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INDIAN NATIONAL MOVEMENT

TheHigory of our freedom movement isnot asinglehomogeneousdory. It hasseverd diverse
drandsthat intertwine and influence eech other and unfold into the narrative of astruggle of our
peoplefor Indegpendence. The efforts of the moderates|ed to legd and condtitutional changes.
Thezest of therevolutionariesled to heroic actions and an uncompromising Sruggle. Themass
movement brought to focusby MahatmaGandhi led towi despread responsefrom dl sectionsof
the population. Each movement fed into the other and enriched eech other andintheend led to
freedom. Weshdl sudy in thislesson these different movements and see how each effected the
other and led to the achievement of the common god i.e. independence.

4| OBIJECTIVES
After studying thislesson, you will be ableto:
e form an overall idea of the movement India's freedom;

e identify and place chronologically, the various strands of the movement and

e see how each section of the national movement influenced the other.

21.1 THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS AND THE EARL
NATIONALISTS

TheIndian Nationa Congresswasformed in December 1885 by agroup of 72 politicaly
consciouseducated Indians. Mr. A.O. Humearetired English Indian Civil Serviceofficer
played asignificant rolein itsformation. Among its members were Pherozeshah Mehta,
Badruddin Tyabji, WC Bonnerji, Surendranath Banerji, Anandamohan Bose and Romesh
ChandraDuitt. This organisation was by no meansthefirst such association of the Indian
people. The English educated classin Indiawasdowly becoming politically consciousand
severd political associations were being formed between 1875 and 1885. Dwarkanath
Ganguly of Calcutta, Ranade and GV Joshi of Poona, KT Telang of Bombay and G
Subramaniya lyer, Viraraghavachari of Madras were aready associated with regional
political associations. The names of their organizations were Indian Association, Poona
Sarvganik Sabha, Bombay Presidency Association, and Madras Mahgjan Sabha, respec-
tively. The agenda of these associations was limited and far from the ideal of complete
independence. These associationswereraising their voice against policies of the colonial
regime that might be inimica to the interests of Indians. The primary issues of concern
taken up by the early nationalists bel onging to these associationswere asfollows:
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(a) cotton import dutiesto be made favourable for Indians

(b) Indianization of government services

(c) OppositiontoAfghan policy of the British Government

(d) Opposition to Vernacular Press Act and control over the press

What made the Indian National Congress (INC) different from the other associations
was its attempt to provide acommon political platform for the people of Indiawhich
enabled it to claim that it represented the country. Although the British administrators
attempted to play down the significance of the INC, it did manage to reflect the
aspirations of the people. Thusthe most important and the foremost objective of this
organization was to create the consciousness among the people of belonging to a
single nation. The task was daunting because of the existence of diverse cultural,
linguistic and religioustraditions of theland. All the different forceshad to be brought
together against the common adversary, the British imperialism.

At first the founders of the INC had hoped to influence the colonial government in
matters that affected the well-being of the country and specially its economic
upliftment. They expected that if the problems of ' the nation were brought to light
through proper propaganda, the colonial government would take steps to improve
matters. Thusintheinitial yearsthrough lectures, writingsin newspapersthe nation-
alists put forward the main problems of the nation and ways in which they could be
remedied. The most valuable contribution of the so called ‘ moderates’ or the initial
members of the Congress was to formulate an economic critique. Firstly Dadabhai
Naoroji and thereafter other nationalistsfound that instead of bringing about an indus-
trial revolution, which the Indian intelligentsia were expecting, the British rule was
making the nation poorer and was, destroying its indegenous handicraft production.
Thisdiscovery led to somedisillusionment among the early nationalistswho had hoped
that Indiawould be modernized as aresult of British rule. The other concerns of the
early Congress were as follows:

(i) Thereform of Supreme and Local Legislative Councilswith greater powersfor
Indian representatives

(ii) Indianization of the Civil Serviceswith simultaneous examinationsto beheldin
England and India.

(i) Changesin the forest laws that affected the Indian people
(iv) Organization of campaigns against indentured labour in Assam tea plantations

Slowly, there came to the fore other younger |eaders who realised that colonia rule
would bring no positive gainsfor Indiaand her people and the end of colonial rulewas
the only way inwhich Indiacan progress. Thuswas born anew group of leaderswho
condemned the* moderates’ for their methods of appeal and petition. Aurobindo Ghosh,
Aswinikumar Dutt, Lgjpat Rai, BG Tilak,were the new breed of leaders who sought
to generate mass support for their goal of Swarg and Swadeshi.

21.2 SWADESHI AND BOYCOTT: THE EXTREMIST POLITICS

The phase between 1885-1905 is known as the period of the moderates. In 1905
Lord Curzon, the then Governor general announced the partition of Bengal. The
province of Bengal at that time comprised of the present states of West Bengal, Bihar
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and Jharkhand, Orissaand Assam. It aso included the present country of Bangladesh, it
was indeed a very large adminigtrative unit. However the way the partition was done
clearly showed the divisive palicies of the British. Firstly, it was on the lines of religion,
where the areas where Hindus were in amgjority, were separated from Mudlim mgority
areas. Moreover the urban bases of the resurgent intelligentsia (English educated upper
caste Indian), were separated from the mainly cultivating areas, (most significantly the
jute producing areas), was also an attempt to reduce the significance of Calcutta where
theintelligentiafromall over Bengal met and inspired each other. Therewerewidespread
protestsfollowing thisannouncement. Initially the protest was on the lines of the* prayer
and petition’ tactics of the moderates whereby petitions and memorandawere addressed
to the colonia government, and speeches, public meetings and press campaigns were
held. Thiswasan attempt toinfluencethe public opinionin Indiaand in England. In spite
of these attempts the partition of Bengal was announced in July 1905.

As soon as the final announcement was made Bengal broke out in protest. Protest
meetingswere held al over Bengal and most significantly not only in Calcuttabut also
inthe smaller townsintheinteriors of Bengal e.g. Dingjpur, Pabna, Faridpur, Dacca,
Barisal etc. The decision to ‘boycott’ British goods was taken up for the first timein
one of these meetings. Formal proclamation of the Swadeshi movement was made
on August 7 1905 with the passing of the ‘Boycott’ resolution in a meeting at the
Calcuttatownhall which brought about the unification of the hitherto dispersed |ead-
ership. On the day the partition was put into effect i.e. October 16, 1905, a hartal was
called in Calcuttaand aday of mourning was declared. Peoplefasted and no firewas
lit in the cooking hearth. People paraded the streets singing Bande Mataram. The
people of Bengal tied rakhis on each others’ wrist as a symbol of solidarity.

This peculiar form of mass protest of ‘swadeshi and boycott’ attained popularity
among the new members of the Congress who were more impatient than the moder-
ates to see a positive response to their efforts. Lokmanya Tilak took the message of
swadeshi and the boycott of foreign goods to Bombay and Pune; Ajit Singh and
Lajpat Rai to Punjab and other partsof Northan India: Syed Haider Razato Delhi and
Chidambaram Pillal to Madras presidency which was also motivated by Bipin Chandra
Pal’sextensivelecturetours. The INC formally took up the swadeshi call initsBenaras
session of 1905 presided over by GK Gokhale. Although the Congress supported the
swadeshi movement in Bengal it did not envisage the further intensification of the
movement throughout Indiaor the extention of the cause to total independence. The
extremist leadership of Tilak, Bipin ChandraPal, LalaL gjpat Rai, Aurobindo Ghosh
etc wanted just that. This extremist pressure promoted Dada Bhai Naoroji in his
presidential addressin Calcutta session of the Congressto say that the ultimate goal

of the INC was ‘ self-government or swarg’.

The contribution of the swadeshi movement was the initiation of new forms of pro-
test. Some of these terms of protest anticipated many of the methods adopted by
Mahatma Gandhi during his satyagraha. These new forms of protest were mass
meetings, processions, boycott of foreign goods (later extended to boycott of govern-
ment schools, colleges, courts, titles and government services), and organization of
strikes, burning of foreign goodsin public, picketing of shops selling foreign goods.
Attempts were made to achieve mass mobilization and ‘ samitis' were formed which
penetrated deep into the interiors of Bengal spreading the swadeshi message.

For thefirst timein the national movement there was the use of traditional and popu-
lar festivals to reach the people. The Ganapati and Shivaji festivals in Maharashtra
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were employed by Tilak to draw the masses to the movement and educate them
about it. In Benga the use of swadeshi songs was made to inspire the people. The
popular theatre form known asjatra was also used to spread nationalist feeling. This
movement was accompanied by a great out-burst of cultural activities.

Finally the colonial government was compelled to withdraw the partitionintheformin
which they had envisaged it. However they did try to decrease the importance of
Calcuttaand hencetheintellectual s of Bengal by shifting the capital to Delhi in 1911.
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Le‘ JINTEXT QUESTIONS 21.1

1. Whenwaslndian National Congresswasformed?Which English officer played
asignificant roleinitsformation?

2. Who announced the partition of Bengal and when?

3. Which popular theatre form was used to spread nationalist feeling.

4. What wasthe main reason for shifting of capital in 1911?

1.3 FIRST PHASE OF THE REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT IN
INDIA AND ABROAD

Therrift between the moderates and extemists grew wider and wider within the Con-
gress. The Extremists were in favour of boycott of the assembly elections to be
conducted under the constitutional reforms introduced by the colonial government.
Themoderates wanted to participatein the electoral processhowever limited. Finally
therift resulted in the split in the Congressin the Surat session of the Congress, 1907.
The extremist leaders continued to mobilise the masses while the Congress tried to
influence the government policies. The Morely- Minto reforms of 1909 were ablow
to the aspirations of the moderates. The swadeshi movement had | ost its momentum.
However the revolutionary message of the movement inspired another more indi-
vidualistic kind of protesti.e. therevolutionary movement.

The revolutionary goal was the end of British rule through extreme self sacrifice.
Their methodswereto nate unpopular colonial officialswho wereresponsible
for giving shape to the repressive acts of the Government. The colonial response to
the mass movements was always two fold. On the one hand it gave concessions to
the leaders by undertaking constitutional reforms and inviting them to participatein
thelimited el ections, on the other hand there waslarge scale repression mainly through
arrest of key leaders. The extremist leadership spent several years in jails. Their
being in and out of jailsresulted in the revolutionary movement largely being under-
ground, operated by secret organizations. These organi zations had their genesisin the
samitis of the Swadeshi days.

In 1908 Khudiram Bose and Prafulla Chaki threw a bomb at a carriage that was
occupied, they believed, by Kingsford, the unpopular judge of Muzzafarpur. However
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they killed two English ladies in his place. Chaki shot himself and Khudiram was
hanged. The revolutionaries who mainly belonged to the Anushilan and Yugantar
samitis, also undertook swadeshi dacoities to raise funds for their movement. The
revolutionary movement was not confined to Bengal. Rasbehari Bose and
Sachindranath Sanyal setup arevolutionary network spanning Punjab, Uttar Pradesh
and Delhi areas. In 1912 these two revol utionaries made an unsuccessful attempt on
thelife of the Viceroy Lord Hardingein Delhi.

The Revolutionary movement had also started slowly spreading beyond the shores of
India. Shyamji Krishnaverma had started in 1905 a centre for Indian students in
London called IndiaHouse. In 1907 this organi zation was taken over by arevolution-
ary group under VD Sarvarkar. Madanlal Dhingra of this organization assassinated
the India Office bureaucrat Curzon-Wyllie in London in 1909. In Europe (Paris and
Geneva) Madame CamaaPars revolutionary established contactswith French social-
istsand brought out the revol utionary journal Bande Mataram. In Berlin, Virendranath
Chattopadhay and others operated since 1909. In Britain and Europe the revolutionary
groupswerefairly isolated. However the movement found something of amassbasein
the United States of America, specially inthe states of British Columbiaand thoseaong
the Pacific coast. These states had a population of 15000 Indians mainly of the Sikh
community who were facing considerable amount of racial discrimination in spite of
being successful tradersand workers. Amongst this population began the Ghadr Move-
ment in 1913 inthecity of San Francisco. The movement wasfounded by Sohan Singh
Bhakna and Har Daya was one of its most prominent leaders.

The First World War began in 1914, and the revolutionaries saw in this a very good
opportunity in pushing through their agenda of complete independence. Britain was
busy in preparation for war and troops from India were sent out for this purpose.
Enemy nationslike Germany would be only too willing to givefundsfor revolutionary
activitiesto weaken Britain. Britains aggression on Turkey brought the support of pan
Islamists as Turkey was the seat of the Khalifa revered by Muslims the world over.
Barkatulla was one of the important Muslim revolutionary leaders who joined the
Ghadr movement. At Deoband, in an Islamic centre of learning in Uttar Pradesh a
group of learned men, or Ulema, also preached the revol utionary message which had
alargefollowing among Muslims.

Meanwhile swadeshi dacoities and the nation of Englishmen continued and
there was a marked increase in revolutionary activity at thistime. The Bengal revo-
[utionary outfits united under Jatin Mukherjee (Bagha Jatin) and planned large scale
disruption of rail communications and seizure of arms. They were successful when a
large arm and ammunition of the Rhoda firms in Calcutta came into their hands.
However their long-term plans were cut short due to the capture of Bhagha Jatin by
the police in Balasore, Orissa. Ras Behari Bose and Sachin Sanyal plan was also a
part of the Bengal revolutionary movement. This group established contact with the
Ghadr movement. The Ghadrites had started coming back to Indiain large numbers.
The Komagata Maru incident further inflamed passions. The ship Komagata Maru
carrying Sikh and Muslim passengers to Canada was turned away by the Canadian
government and reached Calcutta in September 1914. The passengers clashed with
the police and 22 people werekilled.

The Ghadr movement and the revolutionary plans were unsuccessful because the
British government came down with a heavy hand on them. Most of the Ghadrites
who returned were immediately arrested. The attempt to incite mutiny in severa
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army units was foiled and Ras Behari Bose fled to Japan and Sachin Sanya was
transported for life. Therevolutionaries and specialy the Ghadriteswerethe pioneers
of organizing revolution among the army units and among peasants.

21.4 HOME RULE MOVEMENT

Balgangadhar Tilak who served ajail sentence from 1908-1914, returned to the Con-
gress which had now become more open to him after the disappointment of the
Council elections under the Morley Minto reforms. By 1914-15 the swadeshi move-
ment, the efforts at council entry and influencing the administration from within and
the revolutionary movement had all spent themselves. It was atime for anew thrust
to the national movement that was to come from the Home Rule Movement of Annie
Besant and Tilak. Tilak worked from within the Congressto set up akind of agitational
network through his Home Rule League, which he set up in April 1916. At about the
same time Theosophist |eader Annie Besant rose to great prominence and proposed to
start agitation for a great measure of self-government for the Indians. Besant aso
proposed to set up aHome Rule Leaguein the country modeled onthelrishHomeRule
movement to spread awareness. Besant's League was set up in September 1916.

Tilak’s League was active in Maharashtra and Karnataka. Besant’s League, with its
headquartersin Adyar, Madras had more of an all Indiafollowing. The activities of
the Home Rule L eagues were to organize discussions and reading roomsin cities, to
circulate pamphlets and conduct lecturetoursto sway public opinion. The HomeRule
movement never spelled out the goal of complete independence, however they did
focus onthe oppression of colonia policy through its opposition to government policy,
e.g., forest laws, liquor laws etc. A new generation of |eaders of the nationalist move-
ment was formed during thistime and the focus of the movement shifted from Bengal
and Punjab to Maharashtra and the South. Many moderate Congressmen also joined
the Home Rule movement. However, the Home Rule movement came to an abrupt
end after 1918.
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Le_ JINTEXT QUESTIONS 21.2

1. Who founded Ghadr Movement in the city of San Franscisco?

2. What is Komagata Maru incident?

3. Who brought out therevolutionary journal ?

4. AnnieBesant and Tilak started which movement?

21.5 THE GANDHIANMASSMOVEMENT: THEINITIAL YEARS

The British Government introduced the next set of constitutional reforms in 1919
(The Montague-Chelmsford Reforms). Although these reforms claimed to have brought
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forth local self-government and considerable autonomy to Indians, they kept thereal
powers firmly in British hands. The system of dyarchy as introduced by these
reforms gave greater representation to Indians and greater control of local expendi-
ture. However the elected legislature had no control over the executive.

The post war years (the First World War ended in 1918) saw growing unrest in the
country as the impact of the War on the economy of India became more apparent. War
ledtoriseintheprices, scarcity, unemployment etc added to which therewasan influenza
epidemic. Wartime necessities had given rise to a class of entrepreneursin Indiaand a
large working class was also created that was becoming more organized. Thisworking
classwas restive and a potentia force in the nationalist movement. Part of the capitalist
class was loyd to the colonid state because it helped them control the labour force.
However there were aso some among them who were supportive of the national move-
ment. They were opposed to the economic policiesof the colonia government and redlised
that the end result of British policy would beto the detriment of Indianindustry.

The arrival of MK Gandhi in these turbulent times marked yet another phase in the
nationalist movement. Gandhi who arrived in Indiain 1915, used hisown methodsto
harness these forces that existed in India in the post war years. His style was to
address specific issues and laws and organize a peaceful resistance and violation of
thelawswith the help of disciplined cadres. The significance of Gandhi’s movement
was that he brought the focus upon specific issues. Gandhi first achieved successin
three movements in Champaran Kheda and Ahmedabad respectively. The first two
were peasant movements and the last was a strike of the millworkers of Ahmedabad.

The peasantry at Champaran was agitating against the European planters who forced
them to cultivate indigo. There was a history of peasant unrest against planters in
Champaran. Raj Kumar Shukla, one of the peasant |eaders, went all theway to L ucknow
toinvite Gandhi to seetheir plight. Gandhi instituted an open enquiry into the matter in
1917. The Champaran movement also got wider publicity with the government trying to
restrict Gandhi’ sentry into that areaand later letting him go there on threat of satyagraha.
The outcome of the Champaran movement was that the tinkathia system, under which
thefarmershad to cultivateindigo in 3/20" of their holdings, was abolished.

The next movement Gandhi associated himself with was the agitation of the mill
workers at Ahmedabad. The dispute between the workers and the owners had oc-
curred due to the withdrawal of the * plague bonus'. The owners withdrew the bonus
after the epidemic had passed and the workers opposed the withdrawal because of
the rising prices after the War. Gandhi persuaded the workers and owners to negoti-
ate before a tribunal. The owners suddenly withdrew from the arbitration on the
pretext of astrike called by some workers and declared that they were ready to give
only 20% bonus and threatened dismissal to those workerswho did not comply. Gandhi
was greatly offended by this breach of agreement and declared that after proper
study of the production cost, profits and the cost of living the conclusion was drawn
that theworkerswerejustified in asking for 35% increasein wages. Ambala Sarabhai,
one of the mill ownerswas aclose friend of Gandhi and had given aliberal donation
to his ashram at Sabarmati, and his sister Anasuya Ben was one of his greatest
supporters in the Ahmedabad mill workers struggle. During the last stages of this
struggle Gandhi for the first time used the fast as a means of protest. Gandhi ob-
served that the workerswere slowly losing their morale so he decided to go on afast.
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He declared that if the strike was to lead to starvation then he should be the first to
once more and the matter was resolved with the workers getting the 35% raise.

Thethird movement was that of the K heda peasants whose crops had failed and they
were unableto get aremission of land revenue from the government. First, enquiries
were made into the situation, as was the norm of al Gandhian movements. Crop
yieldswere studied and it was confirmed that it had been onethird of the normal yield
which made the peasants eligiblefor atotal remission of revenue. Gandhi advised the
peasantsto withhold the revenue. Vallabhbhai Patel and Indulal Yajnik helped Gandhi
in the Khedadistrict by organising histour of the villages and urging the peasantsto
stand firm. The government unleashed severe repression seizing cattle, household
goods and even attaching standing crops. After putting up a brave struggle however
they began to suffer in the face of repression. At that very movement Gandhi learnt
that the Government was contemplating a compromise by directing that the revenue
be recovered from only those who could pay it. Gandhi had asked the well off peas-
ants also to withhold payment so that the poorer peasantry may not surrender. On
learning of the Government directions, thus, Gandhi withdrew the movement.

The outcome of the Champaran, Ahmedabad and Kheda movements, that occurred
between 1916-1917, was that Gandhi was able to experiment with his method of
non-violent satyagraha. The movements helped him to test the waters so to say. He
cultivated hisown core group of followerswho would assist him and follow hisorders
in the forthcoming movements. In these movements Gandhiji showed his special tal-
ent for reconciling apparently opposed interests e.g. mill owners and workers, keep-
ing hisfriendship with one and at the same time gaining the trust of the other.

Thenext significant movement under Gandhi’ sleadership wasthe Rowlatt satyagraha. In
February 1919, two hillsthat would severely curb thecivil liberty of Indianswere sought to
be made into laws. The government wanted to pass these |aws so that they may be able
to control therising tide of discontent among the population. Thelawswould providefor
arbitrary detention and punishment without trial etc. Infact one of the billswaspassed in
the Council and madeinto law inspite of protestsfrom the elected Indian members. This
kind of restriction ontheliberty of individuasmight have been acceptabl e during thewar
years. But the end of the war had given riseto the hopes of further congtitutional reform
and agreater control of Indians over their own affairsif not self-government.

Having seen thefultility of the protestsfrom the Council membersand others, Gandhi
launched ‘ Satyagraha . A * Satyagraha Sabha was formed that attracted many mem-
bers. It was decided that a nationwide ‘ hartal” or strike would be observed to protest
against the Act and fasting and prayerswill be conducted. There would also be civil
disobedience of certain laws. The Rowlatt Satyagraha was the first nationwide pro-
test in India under the guidance of Gandhi. The people of India showed a great and
swelling resentment against British rule and the hartalsbecameviolent. 6" April 1919
was decided as the day of hartal, however due to some confusion it was observed on
30" March in Delhi and led to fighting in the streets. Punjab had faced very severe
wartime oppression due to forcible recruitment and widespread disease and other
hardships. Amritsar and L ahore were centres of this movement. Gandhi tried to go to
Punjab and get the movement back on the track of non-violent styagraha. However
Gandhi was prevented from entering the Punjab by the British government and was
deported to Bombay. Bombay and Ahmedabad were al so experiencing disturbances
at that time and Gandhi tried to control the movement there.
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Eventsin Punjab came to a head when two local |eaders were arrested and the local
town hall and post office were attacked as aresult. During the nationalist movement
apopular form of protest wasto attack the symbols of British government, telegraph
wires were cut, post offices attacked, and Europeans including women were at-
tacked. The army was called and meetings and assemblies were banned.

On the 13" of April 1919 a Baisakhi day gathering at Jalianwalla Bagh in Amritsar
invited the wrath of General Dyer who was made in charge of the city. The General,
angered that the ban on public meetings was being flouted attacked the unarmed and
hel pless gathering and had hismen fire at the crowd for ten minutes and only stopped
when his ammunition was spent. No prior warning was issued to the people before
firing started and there was no escape other than the narrow pathway where Dyer’s
men stood with their guns asthe Jallianwalla Bagh was enclosed by wallson all sides.
This incident left 379 dead according to a conservative government estimate. This
brutal incident was followed by even more brutal repression.
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Le‘ q INTEXT QUESTION 21.3

1. Gandhiji experimented with which movement on hismethod of non-violent
satyagrahaduring 1916-19177

2. When was Rowlatt satyagraha launched?

3. What isthe importance of Baisakhi day of 1919 in National Movement?

21.6 NON-VIOLENT NON-COOPERATION

Martial law was imposed in Punjab after the Jallianwalla Bagh massacre. |nhuman
treatment was meted out to Indians e.g. men were made to crawl on their belliesin
the bylane where a European woman had been attacked. Although the Rowlatt
satyagraha had been withdrawn, the feeling of resentment toward British rule grew
even more hitter. The Montague Chelmsford reforms of 1919 frustrated the hopes of
thosewho still had any faith inthe colonial government’sintention for bringing about
reforms enabling Indiansto participate in the government.

At thisjuncture alarge group of enlightened Muslim leaders emerged and they had a
special reason for discontent with the British government. The Muslims were of-
fended by the insensitive treatment of Turkey after the First World War. Muslims all
over the world regarded the Caliph of Turkey as their spiritual leader and they had
been assured that the Caliph will betreated leniently after the defeat of Turkey and its
alies in the War. However in the post war treaty with Turkey the powers of the
Caliph were severely curtailed.

Matters came to a head when the Hunter Committee that was appointed by the
government to look into the Jallianwala Bagh tragedy submitted its report. In this
report they upheld the action of General Dyer and all other kinds of repression. This
report enraged all the Indian |leaders and the moment was ripe for the next movement
of protest. It wasat thistimethat Gandhi contemplated a non-violent non-cooperation
movement. The non-cooperation movement was an expression of the growing
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resentment of all classes of the Indian peopl e against oppressive British rule. Gandhi
took up three specific points on which the movement was initiated: (a) the Khilafat
wrong, (b) the Punjab wrong, and (c) Swarg.

The call for non-cooperation first came from the All India Khilafat Conference at
Delhi on 22-23rd November 1919 at theinitiative of theAli brothers (Mohammad and
Shaukat). At the Allahabad meeting of the Khilafat Conference, a programme of
four-stage non-cooperation was announced- boycott of titles, of the civil services, of
the police and army and finally non-payment of taxes. Thereafter, Gandhi began to
urge the members of the Congress to give theirs support to the movement. In the
historical Calcutta special session in September, 1920 the Congress adopted a
programme of giving up of titles, aboycott of schools, courts and Councils and also
boycott of foreign goods. Thisboycott would be side by side with the establishment of
national schoolsand courts to resolve matters without taking recourse to the judicial
system of the government and the adoption of khadi. In the Nagpur Congress of
December 1920, veteran Congress leader of Bengal Chittaranjan Das lent his sup-
port to the movement. Although the movement was formally initiated on 1% August
1920, the Congress | eaders support gave anew impetusto it and from January 1921,
it gained great strength. Within amonth alarge number of students |eft government
aided schools and colleges and joined national ingtitutions that had been started in
different parts of the country.

Several well-established lawyers like CR Das, Motilal Nehru, Saifuddin Kichhlu,
Vallabhbhai Patel, C Rajagopalachari, Asaf Ali etc, gave up their lucrative practices.
Thissacrificeinspired the people. Boycott of foreign goods, picketing of shopsselling
foreign cloth were other forms of protest. Charkhas began to be distributed and
handspun cloth became popul ar among nationalists. Nationalist newspapers held ad-
vertisementsinviting peopleto participate in bonfires of foreign goods. The value of
cloth exportsfell to agreat extent. Along with cloth shops there was also for thefirst
time picketing of liquor shops.

To the alarm of the British government Muhammad Ali in July 1921 appesled to all
Muslims in the British Indian army and declared that they must consider it morally
wrong to be a part of the British army and that they should not continuein it.

He was arrested at once. This call was taken up by the Congress and Gandhi. A
manifesto was issued calling al men (civilian and soldier) to sever al links with the
British Indian army. In the midst of thisthe Prince of Walesvisited Indiain November
1921, and was greeted by ahartal in Bombay where helanded and alsointherest of the
country. Gandhi addressed a huge meeting on the day of the Prince of Wales arrival
and anti- British feeling was so strong that ariot situation occurred when the people
dispersing from the meeting came across the others who had gone for the welcome
procession of the Prince. Gandhi had to go on afour day fast to reduce tension.

Thenon-cooperation movement was gaining strength progressively. In Midnapur district
of Benga amovement was organized against Union Board taxesand ano-tax movement
was aso organized in Andhra Pradesh. The refusal to pay taxes under the Gandhian
scheme was to be resorted to in the very last and most radical stage of the movement. In
theAwadh region of UPthekisan movement was gai ning ground through thekisan sabhas
which were becoming more organized and a great thresat to British rule.

The stand of the colonial government was al so becoming morerigid. Thefall incloth
exports, the show of resentment from the students, lawyers, government officials,
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workers, peasants, plantation workers and attempts to influence the army finally led
to the adoption of repressive measures against the movement. Public meetings and
assemblies were banned, newspapers repressed, and midnight raids were conducted
at Congress and Khilafat offices. The Congress under Gandhi’s guidance was begin-
ning to chalk out aprogramme of civil disobedience at Bardoli. This move was how-
ever cut short by aviolent incident at Chauri Chaurain Gorakhpur district of UP. A
Khilafat and Congress procession on being confronted by some policemen turned
violent and attacked the police. The policemen tried to take shelter in the police
station, however the enraged maob set fire to it and hacked to death those policemen
who came out to escape the fire. Twenty-two policemen were killed. This incident
occurred on the 5" of February and on the 12" Gandhi withdrew the non-cooperation
movement. This withdrawal proved that at this stage Gandhi did not want to lead a
movement which he could not control and it also proved that the nationalists would
heed Gandhi’scall, for though there were many who differed from him, no onethought
of defying hiscall for withdrawal.

Within the Congress party there was a difference of opinion between those who
wanted to enter the legislative councils through the soon to be held elections; and
those who wanted to undertake Gandhian constructive work in villagesand preparing
for the next step of the struggle. Rajagopal achari, Ansari and others advocated rural
congtructivework whileMotila Nehru, Vithalbhai Patel and HakimAjmal Khanwanted
to enter the councils and disrupt the business of the government through creating a
deadlock in the system. Rgjendra Prasad and Vallabhbhai Patel supported the former
view while CR Das adhered to the latter view. Das and Matilal Nehru set up a
Swargj Party in 1923 to contest the elections. The ‘No-Changers' as the group of
Gandhians was called gained support with the release of Gandhi from jail in 1924.
However the Congressmen could not be prevented from standing in the elections
though they were made to acknowledge the importance of constructive work.

The Congress candidates did win severa seats in the elections held in November
1924 inthe Central Provincesandin Bengal. Initial effortsat disrupting the processes
of the Councils began, but whatever regulation the members did not allow to be
passed was pushed through by the special powers assigned to the Governor exposing
the limitations of the system of dyarchy. Soon the elected members began to lose
direction and were slowly beginning to be absorbed in the system. In Bengal, CR Das
suddenly passed away causing aleadership problem there. At this stage of the nation-
alist movement amidst political uncertaintiesand alull inthe activities under the main-
stream’ Congress movement arose afar moreradical group of activistsin the second
phase of the revol utionary movement.

21.7 THE REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT: REORGANIZATION
AND REORIENTATION

The spontaneous upsurge of the non-cooperation movement released the great force
of India's youth that were determined to wrest freedom. The youth of the country
had responded eagerly to the call of Gandhi and had participated in the non-coopera-
tion movement. The sudden withdrawal of the movement was ablow to their aspira-
tions. The secret samitis of thefirst phase of the revol utionary movement began to be
revived in Punjab and in Bengal.

The Anushilan Samiti in Bengal was associated with Subhas Bose and the Yugantar
Samiti with the JM Sengupta group. There was considerable amount of political
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rivalry between these two groups. Some smaller revolutionary groups began to be
formed at about this time for example the one under Surya Sen of Chittagong that
developed along much more radical lines. The most striking revolutionary action of
the time was the murder of an Englishman, Day, by Gopinath Sahain January 1924.
Saha had planned to kill Tegarb the police Commissioner of Calcuttaand killed Day
by mistake. Thisincident resulted in the arrest of many nationalists.

Another centre of revolutionary ferment was northern India where Sachin Sanyal and
Jogesh Chatterji and othersformed the Hindustan Republican Association in the United
Provinces and started raising funds through dacoities. The most renowned of which
was the Kakori train robbery in August 1925 that resulted in the arrest of severa
members of the organization. This organization also established links with a group of
young men in the Punjab under the dynamic and brilliant student leader Bhagat Singh.
The Punjab group was deeply influenced by socialist ideology. Hence the organization
was renamed Hindustan Socidist Republican Association (HSRA). The aim of the
revolutionaries was complete independence and they had a vision of how the State
should be after the achievement of the same. They envisaged a mass struggle of the
people and for this purpose they tried to mobilise students workers and peasants.

21.8 BYCOTT OF SSMON COMMISSION

Amidst thisreformulation and resurgence of therevol utionary movement and the subdued
state of the mainstream movement was announced the Simon Commission to formulate
further congtitutional reforms for India. The all-white commission did not include any
Indian and thus it was clear that the forthcoming reforms, if any, would not fulfill the
aspirationsof thelndian people. Dyarchy had aready shownitself to beagreat farcewith
all the key decision-making powers still firmly in the hands of the colonial government.
The announcement of the all-white Simon Commission sparked off widespread discon-
tent and fanned the fires of the nationalist movement. All shades of political opinionin
Indiaunanimously condemned the Commission asnot asingle Indianwasincludedinit.

The Indian response to the Commission was a unanimous resolution by leaders of
every shade of opinion to boycott it. All the important cities and towns observed a
hartal on the day that the members of the Commission landed in India (3rd February
1928). Therewere massralliesand processionsand black flag demonstrations against
the Commission. ‘Go Back Simon’ was imprinted on banners, placards and even
kites. Black flags were waved at the Commission wherever it went. Needlessto say
police repression was harsh and merciless and processions were attacked and not
even the most prominent |eaders were spared. The most insensitive attack was on
LalaLajpat Rai, one of the outstanding leaders of the extremist erain Lahore. This,
now elderly, leader was hit by lathis and he succumbed to this attack afew dayslater.
The death of Lajpat Rai created tremendous resentment against the British rule al
over. During this period an important development within the Congress was the
adoption of Purna Swaraj or complete independence as its objective. Complete
independence meant atotal severance from the British connection.

As aresult of the adoption of the Purna Swaraj pledge there was a rise of great
expectationsin the country and similar independence pledges weretaken all over the
country on 26" January 1930. There was unrest brewing in the country proof of
which was a railway strike led by the communists based in the Bombay-Nagpur
region. The Congress led movement started getting ready for a movement of civil
disobedience that would include non-payment of taxesinits extremeform. Congress

HISTORY

MODULE - 4

Contemporary India




MODULE - 4

Contemporary India

AN NATIONAL MOVEMENT

legislatorswereinstructed to resign preparation for the next round of struggle. Gandhi
however began with issuing an ultimatum to the

Viceroy Irwin on 31% January, which did not mention anything about complete
independence, or Purna Swaraj. The Eleven points were rather a set of specific
demands that the nation was making from the colonial government. One of the
demands was for the abolition of the salt tax and the government monopoly of
manufacture of salt. The demands also included fifty per cent reduction in land
revenue, protection of textiles, fifty per cent cuts in army expences and civil
service salaries etc.

r
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h 1 INTEXT QUESTION 214

1.  Onwhich specific points non cooperation movement wasinitiated?

2. When and by whom Swarg] Party was founded?

3. Givefull formto HSRA.

P19 CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE MOVEMENT

As there was no response to the eleven point ultimatum, the movement of civil dis-
obedience was launched based on the issue of salt. Salt was an item of basic neces-
sity for al and any taxation on it would affect the poorest of the poor, thus salt
became the symbol of the deprivation and oppression of the Indian people. Both the
masses and the nationalist leaders began to identify with the issue. On the 12 of
March 1930, Gandhi accompanied by 72 of his followers at the Sabarmati ashram
began a march upto the sea at Dandi. The dramatic Dandi march drew a great
response from people. Crowds of people greeted and followed the marchersall along
theway. Villagers spun yarn on charkhas, as Gandhi went past, to show their solidar-
ity to him. On 6" April, Gandhi reached the sea at Dandi and picked up a handful of
salt at the sea side launching a country-wide civil disobedience movement by break-
ing the salt law. All over India people began theillegal manufacture of salt. Through
careful planning and large scale recruitment of volunteersthe movement spread from
one part of the country to another, from Madrasto Maharashtraand from Bengal and
Assam to Karachi. In the farthest north there was a massive demonstration at
Peshawar, Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan and his followers the Khudai Khidmatgars or
the Red Shirts had been active here doing constructive work for some years and the
response was tremendous. The city came under the control of the masses for atleast
a week and the soldiers of the Garhwali regiment refused to fire at the unarmed
crowds. Nehru's arrest on 14" April was followed by public protests in Madras,
Calcutta and Karachi. The colonial government was in a dilemma as they had not
expected the salt satyagrahato create such an upheaval. Finally it decided to act and
Gandhi was aso arrested in May that only resulted in further intensification of the
movement. The most important aspect of the civil disobedience movement was the
widespread participation the youth, particularly students and also women. Women
picketed liquor shops and shopsthat sold foreign goods.

HISTORY




INDIAN NATIONAL MOVEME

The government started to issue ordinances curbing the civil liberties of the people
and civil disobedience organizations began to be banned in the provinces. The Con-
gress Working Committee was banned in June and the Congress President Matilal
Nehru was arrested. Local Congress Committees were also banned by August. A
number of local issues also become a part of the civil disobedience movement.

In the midst of government repression and the intensification of the- movement the
Simon Commission report was published and there was no suggestion that Indiamight
be given dominion status. Thisresulted in turning the most moderate of Indian political
opinion against the British. The Viceroy then extended the invitation for a Round
Table Conference and reiterated the intention of discussing the award of Dominion
Status. Motilal and Jawaharlal Nehru were taken to Gandhiji to discuss the offer.
However no headway could be made between the Congress and the government.
The First Round Table Conference was held in London in November 1930 between
the Indian leaders and the British but the Congress was not represented. However it
was evident that in any negotiation involving the British and Indian leaders on an
equal footing the absence of the Congress would fail to bring any results. The next
Conference was scheduled to be held in the next year. The Government released
Gandhiji on 25" January 1931, all other members of the Congress Working Commit-
tee were also released unconditionally. The Congress was asked to deliberate on the
Viceroy’s offer to participate in the next Round Table Conference.

After alot of deliberation and discussionswith the del egates of the First Round Table
Conference the Congress assigned Gandhi the task of negotiating with the Viceroy.
The discussions between Gandhi and Irwin went on for a fortnight. Finally on 5"
March 1931 the Gandhi-Irwin Pact was signed. The terms of the Pact were as fol-
lows—

(a) al people arrested for non-violent protest were to be released immediately

(b) finesthat had not been collected were to be remitted

(c) confiscated land that had not been sold off yet was to be returned to peasants
(d) government employees who had resigned were to be treated leniently

(e) villagesalong the coast were to be given the right to make salt for consumption
(f) theright to peaceful and non—aggressive picketing was granted

On its part the Congress agreed to withdraw the civil disobedience movement and
also agreed to participate in the next Round Table Conference. Many among the
nationalist leaders perceived this agreement as a temporary truce. However many
were not convinced of the necessity of this settlement. This gaveriseto the renewed
activities of the revolutionary secret societies and the more radical communist
movements. Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru were executed at this time as the
communist movement spread throughout the country.

The Congressin the Karachi sessionin March 1931 whilereiterating the goal of Purna
Swaraj, aso in the same breath endorsed the Delhi Pact between Gandhi and Irwin.
Although the Delhi Pact had made no mention of independence, the Congressat Karachi
was preparing for the framing of India’'s Constitution and it adopted resolutions on
Fundamental Rights and a National Economic policy. This resolution was one of the
landmarks of our constitutional history, where the civil liberties of free speech, free
pressand freedom of association wasworked out. Neutrality in religiousmatters, equality
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beforelaw, universal adult franchise, free and compul sory primary education and many
other provisionsanticipated Constitutional provisionsof freelndia

Gandhi set off to attend the second Round Table Conference in August 1931. Mean-
whilethe British Government’s stand was hardening in Britainand in India. Irwin was
replaced by Willingdon and the favourabl e attitude of the Home Government had also
changed. As aresult not only did Gandhi gain nothing from the discussions at the
Round Table but on his return in December 1931 he found that new Viceroy did not
wish to meet him. It was as if the colonial government was regretting that they had
put the Congress at an equal footing with themselves by making an agreement with
them. The government had also arrested Jawaharlal Nehru and had repressed the
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movement of the Khudai Khidmatgarsin the North West Frontier Province by arrest-
ing their leader Abdul Ghaffar Khan.

Under these circumstances the Congress decided to resume the civil disobedience
movement on the eve of which Gandhi had requested to meet the Viceroy to negoti-
ate peace and the Viceroy refused. The colonial Government thereafter launched a
severe offensive the first step of which was to arrest Gandhi in early January and a
total curtailment of thecivil liberties of the people. Thiswasfollowed by the govern-
ment getting the right to appropriate property and detain the people. Armed with this
power the Government put all the prominent leaders of the Congress behind bars.

Thiswas followed by a massive reaction by the people. Thus mass demonstrations,
picketing of liquor shops and those selling foreign goods, ‘unlawful’ gatherings etc
occurred in alarge scale which was followed by severe repression by a Government
that was in no mood to come to an understanding with the nationalists. Jails were
filled, the Congress was banned, Gandhian ashrams were occupied by the police.
Processions were beaten up and scattered, people who refused to pay taxes were
beaten and jailed and their properties attached. The people of the country with most
of theleadersinjailsand on their owninitiative with ruthlessrep from the government
managed to sustain this civil disobedience for more than two years. Finally in April
Gandhi withdrew the movement. This movement exemplified the moral strength of
the common people or Indiaand the stronghold of Gandhi as anational |eader. Even
at this stage the leaders arid the people alike, in spite of differencein opinion, obeyed
his decisions regarding the continuance of a movement.

21.10 INTENSIFICATION OF RADICAL AND REVOLUTIONARY
MOVEMENTSAND RISE OF THE LEFT

The years between 1930 and 1934 was also marked by an unprecedented explosion
of acts of revolutionary terrorism with its focus in Bengal and Punjab. A total of 92
incidents were reported in 1931 itself that included 9 murders. Exemplary among
them was the Chittagong Armory Raid. In Chittagong a group of revolutionaries
under Surya Sen captured thelocal armoury, issued an | ndependence Proclamation in
the name of Indian Republican Army and put up a brave fight with the British in the
hills of the countryside for severa days. The number of terrorist cases kept rising in
spite of severerepression by the colonial administration. The HSRA had also become
very activein the Punjab with 26 incidents reported in 1930 alone.

Thefreedom struggle was never confined to the single path of Gandhian satyagraha.
It contained the very violent and extremist revol utionary movement, it also comprised
of the socialist ideology that cameto Indiaafter the Russian Revolution, it would also
include a military offensive. These different strands of the movement were by no
means isolated. Most of the revolutionaries had participated in the Gandhian
non-cooperation movement. In fact the Chittagong armoury was siezed amidst cries
of ‘Gandhi rg has come!” Chandrashekhar Azad and Bhagat Singh'’s revolutionary
groups adopted Socialism as did sections of the Congress under Jawaharlal Nehru
and Subhas Bose.

Socialism combined the freedom struggle with a clear cut agenda of social equality
through organized mass movements that helped to mobilise the working class. The
initiative of working out theideology of the communist movement in Indiawastaken
up by eminent men like MN Roy who interpreted Marxism and the ideas of Lenin to
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fit the Indian context. Seven Indians including Roy founded the Communist Party of
India at Tashkent in October 1920. Slowly the idea of Communism found favour
among many Indian intellectuals and even members of the Congress.

Subhas Chandra Bose was a unique personality influenced by awide variety of ideolo-
giesand epitomized the spirit of the nationalist movement from non-cooperation through
giving up of government posts, to the revolutionary extreme, upto theideas of socialist
thought and finally choosing the courageous option of military offensive. Bose straddle
al these different strategies and proved that there was in essence no basic conflict
between the different visions of freedom at work within the nationalist movement.

21.11 CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMSAND THE CONGRESS
PARTICIPATION INLEGISLATURES

In 1935 was passed the Government of IndiaAct that extended some concessions to
the nationalist movement by introducing more autonomy to the elected membersin
the legislatures of the provinces. ThisAct also extended the voting rightsto agreater
percentage of the Indian People.

The British after introducing the 1935 Act announced the holding of electionsto the
provincial legislaturesin early 1937. After the resolution of the dilemma within the
Congress, it took part in the electoral process and did very well. The Congress had
absolute majoritiesin five out of the eleven provinces. Thiswin encouraged the na-
tionalist movement with students, peasants and the working class. They al madetheir
presencefelt and soon there were movements among these classeseven in the Princely
States that were outside the full control of the colonial State.

21.12 TOWARDSFREEDOM

Congressgovernmentsin different provincesremained in officefor over two yearsand
undertook various measuresin theinterest of various sections of the people. Reduction
inrent for the peasantry, release of political prisonersand thelifting of restriction onthe
press were some of the steps taken by the Congress governments. But above al it
indicated that the Indian people were capable to governing themselves.

Towards the end of 1939 dl the Congress governments resigned. The second world war
broke out in 1938 and the Viceroy unilateraly declared that India, asaBritish colony was
a party to the war on the British side. As a marks of protest againgt this decision, the
Congress high command instructed al| the Congress governmentsto resign.

With the resignation of the Congress ministers, an important phase in the national
movement came to an end. Asaresult of the non-cooperation and civil disobedience
movement, the national movement had reached out to new areasand groups. Thisled
to an erosion of the British control from the minds and hearts of the people. The
effective running of the government by the congress in the proving undermind the
British control further.

The second world war created a new crisis for the British. The War created a new
demand for various commodities like clothes and food for the soldiers. These de-
mands could only be met through extractions from the society. This added to general
resentment against the British and weakened their support base further. To take an
example, as apart of the requirement for the war, large quantities of food stuffs had
to carried out of Bengal. This resulted in a severe famine in Bengal and over three
million people died dueto starvation. Thusthe situation created by the second world
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war created tremendous hardships for the people. It also created an unprecedented
crisisfor the Britishrulein India.

In these circumstances a constantly declining support base of the British, Mahatma
Gandhi decided to launch afinal offensive against the British rule. Thus began the
famous Quit India movement in August 1942. In this movement no demands were
made from the British. They were simply asked to quit India. The British retaliated to
Gandhi’scall to ‘Quit India by arresting him and all the members of congress work-
ing committee. The news of the arrest of Congress leader angered the people further
who came out on the streets and attacked the British government which way they
could. In the absence of their |eaders people became their own leaders and attacked,
looted and destroyed government property. The government dealt with the movement
with severe brutality and many peoplewerekilled in policefiring.

In the end of British government was able to suppress the movement only with the
help of large scale killings and arrests. According to official figures, the number of
people arrested by the end of 1943 was well over 91,000. Although the movement
had been suppressed, it became very clear to the British government that they would
not be ableto hold onto Indiafor long. The British themselves had realized it. Uptill
now they had ruled the country with the hel p of asupport system that they had builtin
India since the 19" century. This support system had been eroded by the national
movement, through a series of struggles. Without the help of various sections of
Indians (peasants, workers, middle classes, rich people, police, army among others) it
was not possible for the British to rule India.

Once the British realized this they began to make preparations for a gradual and
peaceful withdrawal from India. From 1944-45 onward, they released all the Con-
gress leaders and initiated a process of negotiations for a transfer of power from
Britishto Indian hands.

And soit wasthat Indiabecame freein August 1947. The attainment of freedom was
a matter of great joy for Indian people. Indian people had won their battle against
mighty Britishimperialism. But it was not an absol ute victory. Along with thefreedom
of India came the partition of the land in two nation states-India and Pakistan. The
British government had alwaystried to prevent aunity of the Indian people. They had
never agreed that al the Indian people were one with common interests. And so,
when they left India they decided to divide the country on the basis of religion. The
Partition of Indiawas aso accompanied by communal violence at avery large scale.

The year 1947 is a very important phase in the history of India. It was a year of
triumph of Indian people asthey achieved their freedom from foreignrule. But it was
also the year of a great tragedy for the unity of Indian people as the country was
partitioned into two separate nation-states.
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Le‘ 1 INTEXT QUESTIONS 21.5

1. From where Dandi March was started?

2. Inhow many provinces Congress got absolute majorities during 1937 election?
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3. How many people were arrested in Quit India Movement?

R
Y
b_y.,‘ WHAT YOUHAVE LEARNT

Following pointsare worth mentioning in thislesson:

Zﬁ

e Indian National Movement was not the name of one single event, but a whole
series of political events, spread over many decades.

e Anti-imperialism and national unity were two themes that were common to all
the events and connected them with one another.

e Theearly phase of the national movement was dominated by moderate |eaders.
These leaders put forward a series of demands before the colonial rules. But
much more importantly, they started theideathat the British rule was not |eading
to Indian’s economic development, but rather the decline of Indian economy.

e Themoderate leadersfollowed by the were extremist leaderslike Bal Gangadhar
Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal and Lajpat Rai who introduced the idea of the Partici-
pation of masses in the national movement. The extremists led the swadeshi
movement which was launched against the British decision to partition Bengal.

e Theend of the swadeshi movement brought the entry of revolutionary activities
into the national movement. Theserevolutionary leaders, such asKhudiram Bose
and Prafulla Chaki, wanted to fight the British government by violent means.
They also wanted to target individual British offices.

e Mahatma Gandhi’s entry into the national movement was the next major step.
Mahatma Gandhi initially experimented with his political methodsthrough local
struggles at Champaran, Khedaand Ahmadabad. Soon hetook thelead inlaunch-
ing acountry wide struggle.

e  Gandhi based his struggle on a non-violent non-cooperation with the British rule.
Through these methods he led three mgjor struggles- non-cooperation movement
(1920-22), civil-disobedience M ovement (1930-34) and Quit IndiaMovement (1942).

e A result of these struggles was that the national movement gained tremendous
popularity among | ndian people. It reached out to various sections of the popula
tion like peasants, women, workers and students. National movement gradually
spread to most parts of the country.

e Asthepopularity of the national movement increased, that of the British govern-
ment decreased. The British had ruled India with the help of many Indians.
These Indians constituted the support system of the British rule in India. The
national movement succeeded in damaging and dismantling this support system.

e Asthesupport system of the British began to be gradually eroded, they found it
impossible to rule India. The British therefore decided to initiate a process of
negotiations with the Indian leaders for a gradual transfer of power from the
Britishto Indian hands.

e TheBritishfinally left Indiain 1947. Indiansbecomefreefromforeignruleon 15
August 1947.
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e However, before leaving the British decided to partition India on the basis of
religion. Along with the freedom of India, came the partition of India. Thusthe
freedom and partition should be seen astwo very important eventsin the history
of Modern India.

i l TERMINAL QUESTIONS
1

Mention the issues of Concern of early congress!

Trace the devel pment of Swadeshi and Boycott movement:

w

Briefly discuss the various strengths of Revolutionary movement in India and
abroad during 1907-1914.

Discussthe Boycott of Simon Commission?

What were the terms of Gandhi—lrwin Pact?

Why was second non—cooperation movement launched?
Account for Rise of |eft during 1930-1934?

© N o g &

1947 was a year of triumph as well as a great tragedy’— Comment?

ha®] ANSWERTOINTEXT QUESTIONS

21.1

1. December 1885; A.O.Hume.
2. 1905: Lord Curzon.

3. Jatra

()

4. To decrease the importance of Calcutta.
21.2
1. Sohan Singh Bhaknaand Har Dayal

2. Passengers of the ship Komagata Maru to Canada were turned away by the
Canadian Government, when they reached Calcuttain 1914 passangers clashed
with the police and 22 people were killed.

3. Madame Cama.

4. Home rule movement.

21.3

1. Champaran, Ahmedabad, Kheda.
6thApril 1919

3. Onthisday onthe gathering at Jalianwalla Bagh General Dyer has his men fire
at the crowd of unarmed and helpless people leaving 379 dead.

HISTORY




MODULE - 4

Contemporary India

AN NATIONAL MOVEMENT

21.4

1. Khilafat wrong, Punjab wrong and Swargj.
2. 1923:; Motilal Nehru and CR Das.

3. Hindustan Socialist Republican Assoiation.
21.5

1. Sabarmati Ashram

2. Five

3. Over91,000.

HINTSTO TERMINAL QUESTIONS
1. Refer Page 3 of 21.1

2. Refer21.2

3. Refer 21.3

Refer 21.8

Refer 21.9 para 4

Refer 21.9 para7,8 and 9

Refer 21.10 para2 and 3

Refer 21.12
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