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MAINTENANCE OF
PREMISES

If youlook aroundinyour house, you may comeacrossstained floors, dirty walls
and work surfaces, torn wall paper, unpolished accessories, scratched tablesand
many more. |sthereany way we can maintain these on aregular basis? Canall
surfacesbe cleaned with just water and detergent? Definitely not! Inthislesson
youwill read about cleaning and maintai ning different surfaces.

OBJECTIVES

After reading thislesson youwill beableto:
o identify different surfacesinthehouse;
e cleanand carefor different surfacesusedinwallsandfloors;
e cleanand carefor glass, metal and wooden surfaces;
°

carry out routine repair work in the house for electrical equipment and
plumbing units.

30.1 SURFACES

Youmust havenoticed that your wals, floors, counters, tableshavedifferent textures.
Doyou cleantheminthesame manner? No. Every surfaceisdifferent and needs
gpecific maintenance. These surfaces can be hard such aswood, ceramic, metals,
marbleetc. They areaso semi hard, such aslinoleum, plastic, paper etc. Then

thereare soft surfacessuch asupholstery, jute, linen etc. For conveniencewewill
study about these surfacesaccording to their use.

30.2CLEANINGAND CARE OFWALLSAND FLOORS

Wallsand floorsare mostly made of cement and concrete or even plastered with
mud. Wallsmay either be painted / white washed or some may be covered with
wallpaper, ceramic tiles, fabric or wooden panels. Floors may also be made of
marble, granite, mosaic chips, or wood. Maintenance and precautions to be
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adopted for some of the commonly used surfaceson wallsor floors have been
discussed inthetable bel ow.
Table 30.1 Cleaningwallsand floors
Surfaces Maintenance Precautions
Notes Painted surfaces | i. Dust and remove the i. Never rub the walls
cobwebsregularly vigorously or scrub
with coarse abrasives
and brushes.
ii. Spongewith warm ii. Never use strong
water and detergent chemical solvents
from top to bottom
iii. Rinsewithclean,
fresh water.
Wallpaper i. If torn, you should i. Never scratch the
immediately gumit wall paper.
back in place.

ii. Rub stainswith apiece
of soft damp cloth
or a sponge.

ii. Wipe, if the paper is
washable. Use grease
absorbersliketalcum
powder, Fuller’searth,
bran, etc., to remove
any grease stains.

Ceramictiles i. Cleanregularly with i. Do not use too much
hot water and of acids asthey may
detergent. become loose and

come off.
ii. Remove stubborn ii. Acidsshould be
stains with water sand- rinsed immediately
paper along with after use.

hot water and detergent.

iii. Special chemicalsare
availablefor cleaning
them.

Marble/granite/ i. Clean with hot water i. Wipe corners and sides
mosai c/cement sides daily asthey can
get black.

ii. Occasionally cleanthem
with kerosene oil and
sawdust.

iii. Rubwithlemonjuice
to keep the marble white

and stain free.
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3.3CARE AND MAINTENANCE OF FLOOR COVERINGS

Just aswalsand floorshavedifferent surfacesand variouswaysof cleaning them,
therearedifferent ways of cleaning floor coverings. It isnot necessary that all
floorsbe covered. Infact, inacountry likeours, itisfelt by most peoplethat the
easiest way to keep floors clean isto sweep and mop them. However, in most
commercia establishments, thefloorsarewholly or partidly covered, mainly for
convenience and an aestheticlook. What you learninthissection will definitely
hel p youinkeeping variousfloor coveringsclean.
Table30.2 Cleaning floor covering
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Surface M aintenance Precautions

Carpet i. Cleancarpetsregularly. I. Put naphthaenebals
in rolled up carpets.

ii. Onceamonth takeit ii. Airthematintervas.
out, turnit upsidedown
and shakeit toremove

loosedust.

iii. Alternatively, vacuum iii. Dry thoroughly before
cleanerscan be used ralling.
effectively.

iv. Wash colour fast, dirty iv. Removeany stains

carpetswith sogp solution. immediately.
Work alot of lather into
the carpet with abrush,
using circular motionsover
smal areasat atime. Rinse

thoroughly with spongeand
dryitinthesun.

Vinyl/lindeum | i. Cleanwithwet cloth. I. Donot soak with weter.
Take careto squeeze
out excesswater from
themop beforewiping.

ii. Rubgtainswithamild ii. Scrubthecorners
detergent. regulaly.
iii. Donotusehard
abrasivesand
srubbers.

iv. Avoidwashing sodaor
dkdi asittendstogtick.
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Coirismade i
up of coconut
fibre

Cleanitdaily witha
coarse broom or brush.
Occasiondly takeit out,
turn upsidedownand

shaketoremovethedust.
. Ifitgetsvery dirty, wash

with soapy water, rinsein
cold saty water and dry
completely inopenair.

Donot letit get very
dirty.

Dry completely.

Doormats i.

Turnit upsideand beat
with awooden stick.

ii. They canbewashed

with soapy water, rinsed
anddriedinthesun.

]

Activity 30.1

Makea daily, weekly, and monthly plan of cleaning your cement and
marblefloor, painted door , carpet, coir rug, bathroomtiles.

Surface Daily Weekly Monthly
i.  Cementfloor

ii. Marblefloor

iii.  Painted door

iv. Carpet

v.  Coairrug,

vi. Bathroomtiles.

3.4CLEANING OFWOODEN SURFACES

Woodisusedfor furniture, counter surfacesinthekitchenandfloors. It isfinished
inanumber of ways so that itspores get sealed. It also needsto betreated for
protection against white ants. If |eft untreated, it islikely to devel op permanent
markson account of dirt, oil and other spills.
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Table 30.3 Cleaning wooden surfaces

Wooden Surface Maintenance Precautions
Painwood (chopping | i. Wash with mild soap |i. Alwaysscrubaong
boards, pastry andwarmwater. Rinse thegrain.
boards, ralling anddry inopenair. i. Never use hard
boardsand pins) i. Extra bits of food |  scrubbingbrush.

sticking to the board | iii. Avoid soaking in
can be removed by water. Never use
using the back of a very hot water as
knife. thewoodwill svell.
iv. Avoid  strong
cleaning agents.
Polished wood I. Dustand rubwitha |i. Avoid spilling on
flannel cloth. wood.
i. Remove water marks |ii. Wipespills
by rubbing methylated immediatdly.
spirit/ turpentine or a
mild solution of
ammonia
Paintedwood (doors | i, Cleanwithmildsoap |i. Ensure that all
and windows) andwater. Rubdry with traces of soap are
aflannd clothtogiveit carefully removed,
agloss. otherwise, stains
ii. Repaintperiodicallyto |  Maystillsenonthe
preserveit better. Surface.
L aminated/veneer I.  Wipecleanwithwet . . _
surface (sunmica) cloth. i. Avoid _scratchlng
ii. Toremoveheat marks, and using coarse
rub metal polish and | 2PreSIves
wash up with mild |ii. Wipe all spills
detergent. Use wax immediately to
polish or creams to avoid permanent
protect veneer ganing.
surfaces.

3.5CAREOFMETAL SURFACES

Utensils/ appliances—may bemade of copper, brass, glass, stedl, silver, iron, etc.
Brassand copper form apoisonoustarnish- a blue-green colour, in humid cli-

mates. Wewould need to maintain each of these surfacesin adifferent way, some

of which have been discussed bel ow.
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Table30.4 Cleaning metal surfaces
Surfaces Maintenance Precautions
Brassand |i. Usesoapsand cleaningpowderswith |i. Neveruse
copper mild abrasiveaction. Rublemonjuice brasso or other
and dt, vinegar or tamarind pulpaong chemicalsto
withfinesteelwool. Use sifted ashto clean cooking
cleanutenslsat home. utensiisasthey
i. Cleanengraved brasswithanoldtooth are poisonous.
brush.
iii. Use‘Brasso’ or mild solution of the
hydrochloric acid to clean very dirty
ornamenta articles.
Silver and I.  Wash with warm, soapy water [i. Donotuseany
slver- plated immediatdly after use. coarse
usedfor tea |ji. Protectfromgettingtarnishedby cov- | @brasivesasit
pots, trays eringthemindividually withtissuepa- |  9etsscratched
etc. per. eagly.
lii. ~ Scrub lengthwisewith asoft cloth. ii. Use mild
iv. Removeanyteastainsby using2 table | @brasives.
spoonsof sodaand boiling hot water.
Rub decorative articles with * Silvo’
(apolishavailableinthemarket).
Sted i. Cleanwithcoldor hotwater dongwith |[i. Donot use
detergent. hard abrasives
ii. Scrub badly stained pans with mild | asthesteel gets
abrasives. scratched.
lii. Soak burnt steel utensiisin salinewater
(add sdtinwater) and scrubwith mild
abrasive.
Iron I.  Clean soon after use. Dry completely as
i. Smear oil onthesurfacetosed it. moisture canresut
iii. Removestainsby using brick powder, | INrusting.
bran, saw dust etc.
1[\_1;:1 StiCkéted i.  Smear oil beforeuse. Do not use steel
onco
ii. Rinseimmediately after use. wool or hard
(tava, pans, Y abrasives.
snack jii. ~Clean with sponge and soapy water,
toasters, rinseanddry.
saucepan)
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Glassisused for windows, tabletops, partitionsand diding doors. Caneislight-
welght and mostly usedin chairsandtables. Plagticisusedin bottles, mugs, buckets
€tc.

Table 30.5 Cleaning of glass, caneand plastic

Surfaces M aintenance Precautions

Glass i. Clean with a wad of Do not use hard
newspapers and water. scrubbers and
abrasives, as it will

ii. Togiveitshing rinseit with resultinscratches.

water in which vinegar is
added.

i. Remove grease stains with
ammoniainwarmwater.

iv. Removefly specks by rubbing

with methylated spirit.
Cane I. Regularly dust and cleanto [i. Avoid soaking in
eliminate bugs, spiders, and water.
cockroachesin corners. Usea
brush to reach the corners.

ii. Washitwithwarmsdty water
(1 Tb spoon salt in 1 litre
water) Thendry it completely
inopenair.

ji. Coat with clear varnish to
prevent saining. Itcanasobe
polishedwithliquidwax polish.

Madtics I.  Remove stubborn stains by [i. Do not use strong
applying kerosene oil and if abrasivesasthey tend
possible, putit outinthesun. to scratch the surface.

ii. Donotusechlorine.

Activity: 30.2. Practice cleaning any of thefollowing surfaces—wooden chair,
glasswindow, brassvase, plastic bucket, ceramic mug, cane basket, plastictable
cloth, kitchendab.
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h.e {IINTEXT QUESTIONS30.1

1. Radhaisconfused. Help her match the agents(givenincolumnl) used to
cleanthefollowing surfaces(givenincolumn|l).

Columnl Columnll
a) greasestainsonglass (i) linseedail
b) water marksonwood (i) keroseneoil
c) lindeum (i) sodaand boilingwater
d) subborn stainsonplastic (iv) ammonia
€) Teadtainsonslver (v) dkdi

(v) milddetergent
2. Shedahasthefollowing problemsin her house. Suggest waysto cleanthem.

() Dirtgtainsonwal.

(i) Turmeric stainson marbledab.
(i) Greasestainsonwallpaper.

(iv) Water markson ceramictiles.
(v) Heat marksonlaminatedtable.

3.7 ELECTRICAL REPAIRS

Apart from keeping the premises clean and well maintained, you a so need to be
familiar with some general equipment and appliances, sothat if required you may
repair them or supervisetheir repair. Inthis section wewill study how to repair
someelectric gadgets. You must remember onething clearly, if any eectric gppliance
stopsfunctioning, thefirst thing to check isthe el ectric supply toit. You must so
be careful when handling such appliances. Whenever attempting arepair work,
make surethat the applianceisdisconnected from the main supply, by removing
the plug from the switchboard socket.

IMPORTANT WARNING

o ALWAYS WEARRUBBER SLIPPERS.
o ALWAYSDRY HANDSCOMPLETELY.

e ALWAYS KEEP A WOODEN PLANK/ WOOLLEN BLANKET
HANDY.

e ALWAYS DISCONNECT THE MAIN SUPPLY /UNPLUG THE
APPLIANCE

Electrical Fuse

Youmust bequitefamiliar withan eectricity fuse. A fuseismadeof athinmetallic
wire, normally of atin, lead and zinc aloy. Sometimes, dueto ashort circuit , or
afaulty appliance, thiswire meltsand thefuse blows. Onceit blows, you can
carry out thefollowing steps—

HOME SCIENCE




M aintenanceof Pre

Put themain switch off.

Identify thefaulty appliance, switch off and removeit.

c. Takeoutthefusecut out and examineit. Youwill seethemeltedwireor its
remains. Removethiswireand clean the cut out/carrier.

d. Replacewithanew wire. Thenew wireshould passthroughtheholeif oneis
provided.

d. Replacethefusecut out, closethebox and put the main switchon.
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3pinplug

Theseplugsaremostly of two sizes: either 5 or 15 amperes. Dueto high current
they sometimesmelt, thus exposing raw wireswhich canlead to electric shock.
This plug consistsof 3wires: onefor positive, another onefor negativeand the
third onefor earthing (neutral). Usually different coloursareusedto differentiate
between them. Green colour ismostly chosen for earthing, red for positive and
yellow or someother colour ischosen for negative (these colorscan vary).

Plug Cap

Fig. 30.1: Changingtheplug
To changethe 3-pin plug, follow the given steps:-

a. Unscrew themain screw placed inthemiddleof theplug.

b. Unscrew thesmall screwson each of thethreewiresand pull them out.

c. If needed, exposetheinsdewiresby scraping the outer plastic coating with
abladeor asharp knife.

d. Replacewithanew plug, put positivein onescrew band and negativeinthe
other screw band, parallel toit. Tighten the screws. Make surethetwo do
not touch each other.

e. Puttheneutra wireinthelower screw band and tighten the screw.

f.  Putthecover andtighten themain screw.
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Fans

Fansare one of the most common el ectric appliances one comesacrossin daily
life. Incaseafan stopsworking, usualy you must call anelectrician. But thereare
some pointswhich you may try yourself.

Proper oiling and greasing must bedoneregularly. Most of thetimeyouwill
find holesprovidedfor oiling, especidly intablefans.

If afan stopsworking, switchit off, try rotating itsbladeswith thehelp of a
wooden stick. Stop onceitissetinmotion and switchiton. If it picksup
speed, itscapacitor needsto be changed; if it doesnot, check the el ectricity
supply. Help of an electrician may be needed.

If it makesnoisg, itisusudly because of worn out bearings. Thishappensdue
to lack of lubrication. The bearings must be changed and lubricated
periodicdly.

Room Coolers

Room coolerscons st of acabinet, awater pump and an exhaust fan. Theair first
passesthroughthewet cooling padsand thenthis cool air isthrownintheroom.
Thefan needsattention, about which you havedready read. L et usnow gothrough
certain other pointsof attention.

The cabinet must bewell cleaned beforeinstallation and also periodically,
wheninuse. If itismadeof iron, it should be painted to avoid rusting.

The cooling pads, which aremade of grasswool or ‘ khus-khus' should be
changed every summer.

Pump and the fan must be lubricated before summer.

Thewater inletinthe pump should be covered with afilter, usually wire
mesh, to prevent theentry of grasswool or ‘khus-khus' particles, whichmay
clog thewater pipe.

Careshould betakenthat thewater isalwaysabovetheminimum level,
otherwisethe pump will be damaged.

Whenever water isbeing filledin cooler, make surethat theeectricity supply
isswitched off.

Room Heater

Themain part of aroom heater isthe heating element, which gets heated when
electric current passesthroughit. The heating €l ement can be easily replaced by
removing the screwswhich holdit. You must keep in mind that the body should be
periodicaly cleaned to maintain asmooth shiny surface so that maximum heat gets
reflected.

3.8 PLUMBINGFAULTS

You haveread about someée ectric faults. You must al so beaware of certain utility
itemsof plumbing nature. L et usgo through the most common ones.
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Taps

Thetwo mgor thingsinvolved in thewater supply arethe pipelineand thetap. If
apipelineisfaulty or leaking, you canonly giveatemporary treatment to it by
tying acloth or taping theleaking part; but you haveto call aplumber to rectify it
permanently. Tapsnormally show only onekind of fault and that iswhenthey start
leaking. If it happens, you need to change the washer. You can carry out the
following process-
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Fig. 30.2: Changingthewasher

a.  Firststopthewater supply by turning the mainsoff.
Unscrew the hand-whed .

Removethe hanger. For thisyou will haveto usetwo wrenches, oneto hold
thelower part of the body and with another, unscrew the headgear. You may
use apadded wrench for thelower part toavoid scratches.

d. Oncetheheadgear isremoved, you can accessthe stem holding thewasher.
Takeit out. Removethewasher.

e. Replacetheold washer with the new one and placethe stem back.
Closethetap, fixing the headgear in place and then the hand-whee!.

Flushing Cistern

Tobeableto maintainthis, you must first know how it works. Pleaserefer to the
figureasyou read thetext. When thelever is pulled down, the bell shaped unit
risesup releasing the passage for the water to flow into the pipe. With thewater
flowing down the pipe, vacuumiscreated pulling more water from thetank, and
pushing it down. Thisprocess continuestill al thewater inthetank getsover. As
thewater level decreases, theball/float valve goesdown thusrel easing theinlet
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valve sothat thewater startsfilling thetank and the ball valve startsrising. Ata
predetermined level, the valve hasrisen enough to closetheinlet valve and the
water stopsentering thetank. Thecisternisready for fresh use.

Now, what kindsof faults can developinthissystem? L et usgo through some of
them and how they may berectified.

a.  Thewasherintheinlet valvecan develop aproblemwhich canberepairedin
asimilar way astaps.

b. Sometimesthevavegetsjanmed duetoimpuritiesinthewater supply, then
it hasto be opened and cleaned.

c. Theimpuritiesinthewater may settle downinthetank and hinder the ball
from settling properly. Toavoid this, thetank needsto be cleaned periodicaly.

d. Theoperationof inlet vaveisgoverned by theball valve. Sometimestheball
maly corrode or puncture, thusmay not risewiththewater level. Thenyou
may haveto changetheball.

Activity 30.3

Practicechanging thefollowinginyour house:
i. Electricfuse

ii. 3pinplugofaniron.

iii. Washer of atap.

F_"

b J[INTEXT QUESTIONS 30.2

1. Geetafindsfollowingfaultsin her gadgets. Help her to identify the exact

CalIses.

a  Electricity Fuse

b. Noisy fan

c. Fanrotates at extrafast speed

d. Leskingtap

€. vaveincigern doesnot risewithwater level andwaier overflows.

—

1. Givesuggestions tomaintainthefollowing at home.
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a  Carpets b. Wooden surface c. Brass

d. Glasswindow e. Canechar
= | T Cair flooring.

301 1. i b) i) C) Vi) d) i) e) iii)
2. (i) Washwithwarm water and detergent with spongefromtopto
bottom. Rinsewith clean water.
(i) Cleanwith hot water and detergent. Rub lemon.

(i) Apply any grease absorber (talcum powder, bran, etc.), brush
off after awhile.

(iv) Water and detergent, if needed along with sandpaper or mild
acid. Rinseimmediately.

(v) Rubalittlemeta polish. Wash with mild detergent.

30.2 (a) Wireincut-out meltson passing heavy current.

(b) Bearingswornout

(c) Capacitor needsto be changed

(d) Washer needsto bereplaced.

(e) Badl valve may have corroded/punctured.

HOME SCIENCE

MODULE - 6A

Housekeeping




